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THE  NEED  FOR  A  LABOR  PARTY. 

Do  you  understand  the  meaning  of  the 
Labor  Party?  The  Labor  Party  of  To- 
ronto is  simply  the  local  expression  of 
the  great  humanitarian  movement  which 
is  stirring  the  mind  and  conscience  of  the 
masses  throughout  the  world  to-day.  It 
is  not  something  to  be  feared  and  it  is  not 
something  to  be  even  ignored  by  any 
right-thinking  member  of  the  community. 

We  have  come  to  a  stage  in  the  devel- 
opment of  our  civilization  when  the  ma- 
chinery seems  to  be  breaking  down.  The 
financial  system  which  the  capitalists 
have  labored  to  build  up  is  trembling  like 
a  house  of  cards.  The  war  has  shaken  the 
institutions  of  the  world,  and  only  those 
which  are  founded  on  eternal  truth  and 
human  justice  will  be  able  to  survive. 

The  common  people  want  a  new  world. 
They  have  had  enough  of  the  old — with 
its  uncertainty,  its  wage-slavery,  its  pov- 
erty and  war.  They  demand  a  more 
stable,  a  more  enlightened  existence.  Men 
were  made  in  God^s  own  image.  Why  then 
should  they  have  to  live  like  cattle ;  going 
out  into  the  darkness  before  the  sun  has 
risen,  to  work  in  the  factory  and  the  mill ; 
toiling  all  day  in  dirt  and  noise  and 
sweat;  producing  that  others  may  drone; 
sweating  that  others  may  enjoy;  trudging 
home  again  at  night  to  a  tired  wife  and  a 
crowded  house;  some  bread  and  butter 
and  perhaps  a  little  jam,  then  a  restless 
sleep  and  another  dreary  day?  So  on 
through   the  years.     Work,  sleep,  bread 


and  butter  and  a  little  jam.  In  the  end 
a  long  sleep  and  a  forgetting.  The  min- 
ister says  our  dear  departed  brother  will 
get  his  reward  in  heaven.  Why  did  he 
have  hell  on  earth?  Men  and  women  are 
seriously  and  earnestly  asking  that  ques- 
tion. They  are  beginning  to  think  that 
much  of  the  drudgery  and  misery  and 
monotony  can  be  cast  out  of  their  lives 
if  they  try. 

The  old  political  parties  have  been 
blindly  leading  us  through  a  wilderness, 
holding  out  promises  of  reconstruction, 
co-operation,  better  conditions.  They  have 
now  arrived  at  an  uncharted  region  and 
know  not  where  to  turn.  The  workers  are 
asking:  ** Where  is  the  promised  land? 
Where  is  the  new  world  ? ' '  Their  cry  can- 
not be  answered.  They  are  told  to  keep 
quiet  and  work  harder;  but  their  lot  gets 
worse  and  worse.  Every  day  it  becomes 
harder  to  make  ends  meet.  Every  day, 
to-morrow  is  more  uncertain  than  was 
yesterday. 

At  last  they  have  decided  to  act.  They 
are  done  with  the  old  politicians  and  their 
useless  formulae.  They  have  decided  to 
do  things  for  themselves.  That  is  why  the 
Labor  Party  was  formed.  It  is  open  to  all 
who  labor  by  hand  or  by  brain.  In  Great 
Britain  the  middle  classes,  the  clerks,  the 
shopkeepers,  the  teachers,  professors, 
managers,  all  the  hard-hit  black-coated 
workers,  are  swinging  in  behind  the  Labor 
Party,  recognizing  in  its  broad  funda- 
mental principles  the  hope  of  the  new  and 
better  society  that  is  to  be. 


Will  you,  in  the  name  of  common  jus- 
tice, help  us  to  build  up  in  this  commun- 
ity a  strong  party,  which  will  not  cease  to 
fight  for  the  material  and  moral  better- 
ment of  the  common  people?  Think  of 
the  uncertain  days  ahead.  Think  of  your 
children.  Do  you  want  them  to  grow  up 
healthy,  happy  and  beautiful,  or  do  you 
wish  them  to  suffer  and  worry  as  you 
have  done?  Labor  alone  can  make  the 
world  safe  for  those  who  labor.  Join  the 
Labor  Party.  Come  out  to  our  meetings. 
Hear  the  vital  problems  of  the  day  dis- 
cussed. Give  us  your  ideas  and  sugges- 
tions; we  are  democratic.  Attend  the 
conventions  before  elections  and  help 
choose  the  man  or  woman  you  wish  to  run 
for  office  in  the  interests  of  Labor.  It  is 
your  salvation  or  your  funeral. 

S.  TELFORD,  President, 

483  Shaw  St. 

ANDREW  GLEN,  Secretary, 

429  Crawford  St. 


APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP. 

Name 


Address 


This  is  to  signify  that  the  above  applicant  desires  to 
become  a  member  of  this  party  and  is  prepared  to  subscribe 
to  and  abide  by  its  constitution. 


PUBLISHED  BY 
WARD  5  INDEPENDENT  LABOR  PARTY 
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